
 

 

11  Youth Development & Youth for Development

• If the creation of policy and investment towards youth is to be effective, its foundation and implementation has to be 
extracted from clear, concrete, trustworthy and precise information about youth. Research on youth in China has 
been blooming dispersedly, yet it lacks consolidation of all resources.  

• Youth are facing economic challenges such as lack of support for entrepreneurship and innovation, sink into 
unemployment, underemployment and low wages problems. These disadvantages would contribute to long-term, 
intergenerational poverty and inequality leading to weaker resistance to economic reform and social cohesion.  

• The progress of SDG advocacy and awareness among young people has been uneven, with many young people 
across the globe still experiencing interlocked forms of discrimination, limited economic opportunities, gender 
inequality, lower level of public participation and social inclusion. Their knowledge and power have not been 
maximally taken advantage of while their initiatives, voice, and actions are essential to the realization of SDGs.  

UNDP China is in a powerful position to leverage its partnerships with civil society organizations, academic institutions, 
the private sector and the government, across a multi-partner platform to reach target objectives. UNDP China has 
established a Youth Advisory Working Group, which contains young leaders from various youth organizations and 
social enterprises.
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WHAT ARE THE MAIN ISSUES

POSSIBLE SOLUTIONS

UNDP PAST EXPERIENCE AND SUCCESSFUL CASES



	  
• In the process of achieving sustainable development, 

UNDP would like to engage young people as 
partners towards effective development through 
supporting their capacity building. An essential action 
will be to invest in the leadership capacity of young 
people, equipping them to effectively engage in local 
and national development processes, as promoters 
of social accountability and innovative development 
solutions. 

• UNDP’s “Youth Solution Trip (YST)” is an initiative to 
support youth leadership and empower young 
people to practically engage in social development. 
With the help and support of UNDP staff, experts 
and local consultants, participants can carry out on 
the spot research and are encouraged to offer their 
own solutions to certain social and economic 
problems.
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• UNDP recognizes the role of youth as beneficiaries, 
partners and leaders, towards the SDGs 
achievement, and call for action against the 
challenges faced by young people that limit their 
economic and social inclusion. The UNDP Global 
Youth Strategy 2014-2017 offers key entry points for 
systematic and coordinated action to support youth 
within an increasingly complex development context 
for their social, economic and political development.
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